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Noosa Parks Association

Monitoring Development Applications in the 
former Noosa Shire and other Localformer Noosa Shire and other Local 
Government Areas of South-East Queensland
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P
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 Background
 Types of Development Applications (DAs)
 Processes for Das

 PD Online
 What is PD Online?
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 What is PD Online?
 What software do you need to access PD Online?
 How can PD Online assist monitoring DAs?
 Examples
 What processes should be used to monitor DAs?

 Questions as we go please
 Presentation on web page:

www.paulsummersplanning.com.au/Presentations&Publications.htm
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P
S Types of DAs

 3 types of application:
 Self-assessable applications – e.g. a house in the Detached House Zone
 Code-assessable applications – e.g. an office in the Business Centre Zone in Noosa 

Junction
 Impact assessable-applications – e.g. a restaurant in the Open Space Conservation 

Zone in Noosa National ParkZone in Noosa National Park

 2 principal types which can be accessed and will be interest to the NPA:
 Code-assessable applications
 Impact assessable-applications

 Impact assessable-applications will usually be of most interest, particularly in 
the former Noosa Shire ...

 ... but not always, particularly in other local government areas
 It makes no difference whether the application is referred to the Noosa Iconic 

Panel
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 Impact-assessable applications are:
 Assessed for all potential impacts and against the entire planning 

scheme and relevant State agency provisions
 Publicly notified for submissions (advertised for objections)
 Subject to third-party [submitter (objector)] appeal rights 

 So anything can be considered and submitters 
can be a party in any appeal process
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 Code-assessable applications are:
 Only assessed against the specifically identified code/s in the 

planning scheme – other matters fall away if they are not codified 
in the relevant code
N t bli l tifi d f b i i Not publicly notified for submissions

 Not subject to third-party appeal rights

 So only matters in the specifically identified 
code/s can be considered and there are no third 
party appeal rights
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Process for Code-Assessable 
Applications

 Assumes a referral agency is involved
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Process for Impact-Assessable 
Applications

 Assumes a referral agency is involved
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S What is PD Online?

 PD Online is a software package that is run 
from a central site providing a common system 
and location to local governments can publish 
information about development applicationsinformation about development applications

 PD Online has the same ‘front-end’ for all 
subscribing local governments

 Currently it is understood to be in use for all 
south-east Queensland local governments
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What software do you need to 
access PD-Online?

 You need 2 primary things:
 A browser – the software that enables you to access and see things on 

the internet- e.g. Internet Explorer or Mozilla – almost all computers are 
pre-loaded with such software

 A portable document file (PDF) reader e.g. Adobe Acrobat Reader – it is 
strongly recommended that you use the latest Acrobat Reader currently 
v9. Access it from:
 http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html; or
 with instructions at 

http://www.paulsummersplanning.com.au/Index_files/DownloadProblems.htm

 Some local governments also load Microsoft Word and Excel files, as 
well as jpg and other image format files. Many computers will have 
pre-loaded software that can read these files.

31/01/2009 Paul Summers Planning Strategies 9

P
S

P
S

How can PD-Online assist 
monitoring DAs?

 Generally every application that subscribing local 
governments receive is loaded to PD Online 
excluding building applications – as these are 
processed by private certifiersprocessed by private certifiers

 PD Online is a database and therefore can be 
filtered using conventional database techniques –
using a simple GUI (graphical user interface)

 So it can be search by time, place or application –
literally any of the fields provided in the database
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What processes should be used to 
monitor DAs?

 There are two monitoring components recommended:
 First, checking new applications lodged in the prior week 

(earliest and best time for this is a Saturday – don’t do it mid-
week for the current week - runs the risk of missing applications)

 Second weekly monitoring of target applications (done at the Second, weekly monitoring of target applications (done at the 
same time as the above)

 The first check is used to sieve new targets – sorting the 
wheat from the chaff – there will be mainly chaff

 The second is about monitoring events with the target 
application – focus is on the wheat
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S Examples ... to the web

 Just lodged: Former Petrac site, 2007/0742 – but we’ll 
find it by time

 Awaiting further information: Sea Haven, 2008/1787 –
but we’ll find it by mapping

 Imminent decision: Noosa Civic, 2007/2538 – but we’ll 
find it by word search

 Decided but awaiting appeal period expiry, Camels, 
2007/1651 – but we’ll find it by application number

 Decided, decision notice issued, changes application 
made: Gloster residence, 2007/550 – but we’ll find it by 
street name
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