
Representatives’ Columns

www.rangenews.com.au The Range News. November 23, 2006. Page 27.

No more housing for
Maleny?

by Caloundra City Council 
Div 1 Cr Dick Newman. Ph: 5420 8961.

GREEN HILLS will be holding a
planning session this Saturday
with Paul Summers.

These sessions are usually very
well attended so my advice is that

you get there early for a seat. There have been a
number of highly topical developments occur in
Maleny in recent years. Obviously, the standout
is the Woolworths development which appeared
to be unachievable when viewed against our
Maleny town plan. The problem was that the
town plan had no real weight. After a 3 year
local area plan process, the budget was depleted
with no funds to make it effective. 

A budget bid to the 2000 Council budget was
unsuccessful and the rest is history. The Maleny
Palms application was unpopular. What it told
us was that community can ask for land to be
dedicated to a caravan park but it is up to the
owner whether they want to use it for short term
visitors or to fill up with low cost permanent
housing. 

Development in Palm Street showed us that
there are standards set for Councils on things
like street lighting. It showed us that Councils
and developers can co-operate and attempt to
preserve and even enhance vegetation, but once
the land parcels are sold to individuals, they
own the trees and shrubs and can move or
remove them as they please.

Currently Cloudwalk is topical. It shows
what happens when community agrees to
housing on a land parcel but also want to
preserve values that are in conflict with urban
development. The result is compromise. 

The planning session will include the LGMS,
which is currently on display. Council have
indicated no additional housing for Maleny. No
matter whether you agree or disagree with this,
you should let Council know via its consul-
tation program. If you agree, then may be
tempting to just think that Council got it right
and to not say anything. Remaining silent is not
necessarily seen as agreement, so please tell
Council your views.   

Our town cannot continually take growth. At
some point we will need to put up the no
vacancy sign. The simple reality is that we
cannot sustain a large population with our
topography and infrastructure. 

The LAP allowed for additional population
on the basis that our road networks could be
changed to allow for additional vehicles,
additional land would be provided for industry
and that a sustainable water supply could be
found. Council has been unable to deliver on
those three items. 

Council’s annual Grants
Program helps community

by Caloundra City Council 
Div 3 Cr Dell Winkler. Ph: 5420 8963.

The 2006/2007 Annual Financial
Plan has an allocation of $117,000
available for distribution.
Council’s Annual Grants Program

assists community organisations and individuals
that currently provide a wide range of services,
facilities and developmental opportunities for the
City’s community. 167 Annual Grant applica-
tions, meeting Council’s Policy requirements
were assessed with 110 (66%) being recom-
mended for funding. Funding was distributed as
follows within Division 3:

Community Services - Organisations-Church on the
Rise – annual Carols at Landsborough RSL park
$500:Mooloolah Valley Community Assoc – purchase
trestle tables & marquee for fundraising BBQ’s in
Mooloolah township $400: 
Environment - Organisations-Mooloolah Riverwatch
& Landcare – keep waterways clean & tidy,
protection,& regeneration of riparian buffer zones &
raise awareness of catchment issues $2,000

Sport & Recreation – Organisations-Landsborough
Cricket Club – construction of turf practice wicket
$800:Sunshine Coast Radio Control Car Club – erect
safety fencing $1,000

Sport & Recreation – Individuals- Amy Browne –
attendance at state & national basketball champi-
onships $200:Bowie Pollard – to compete at Golden
Breed Aust Long Board titles $400: Courtney
Browne – attendance at state & national basketball
championships $ 200

Culture & Heritage – Organisations- Shire of
Landsborough Historical Society – production of
brochure to showcase the culture & heritage business
of Landsborough $ 450

Landsborough Area Community Assoc – Morris
House Neighbourhood Centre – assistance for “the
spirit of Landsborough” playback theatre production
$1,578

Community Nature Conservation Volunteer
Program – Operational Training Manual

At its General Meeting last Thursday, Council
recommended the adoption of the Community
Nature Conservation Volunteer Program –
Operational Training Manual. Council supports a
range of community based volunteer nature conser-
vation groups across the City that contribute and
value-add to the enhancement and protection of the
City’s biodiversity values.

Council’s Environmental Operations Teams
provide a range of coordination, technical and on-
ground support services to these groups.

The Division 3 groups actively undertaking opera-
tionally related environmental works are South River
Drive Group and Mooloolah River Waterwatch &
Landcare Group.  Other groups in the City also
perform a function in terms of input into policy and
strategy development and importantly, deliver
advocacy and support roles for Private Landholders
committed to sustainable land management practices
and the protection and enhancement of conservation
values on private property.Regional Arts
Development Fund Round 1 Twelve applications
under RADF totalling $40,773 have been approved.

Congratulations to Glenview resident, Glen
Manning who has been successful in gaining funding
of $2,860 towards the cost of teaching public art skills
and processes to local artists as an integral part of the
current public art project for Caloundra City Council.

The RADF assessment panel commented that this
is a very worthwhile project.

Applications will be invited for Round 2 in March
2007.  The funds available for the second round will
total $59,227.

Breaking News
Congratulations to Sharlene Gardiner of

Landsborough on being chosen to swim in the
Special Games in China next year.  Marvellous
achievement Sharlene.

Public Consultation
This Saturday, 25 November at Martin Rungert

Park, Mooloolah from 10am – 11am.

Unemployment at lowest for
over twenty years

Federal New with Member for Longman
Mal Brough

Long-term unemployment has
fallen to its lowest level in more
than 20 years, according to data
released by the Australian Bureau

of Statistics. In October, 3,400 fewer Australians
were long term unemployed, representing a fall
of 4.1 per cent. 

While these statistics can vary from month to
month, this results continue a trend since the
introduction of WorkChoices and Welfare to
Work, whereby long-term unemployment has
fallen by 16,800 (or 17.2 per cent) to stand at
80,600 in October. 

Long-term unemployment now comprises just
0.7 per cent of the entire labour force. Clearly,
the Government’s policies are benefiting even
the most disadvantaged in the labour market.
Both WorkChoices and the Welfare to Work
measures continue to strengthen Australia’s
economy, creating more job opportunities. 

There has been no better time for unemployed
Australians to get a job than now. 

Beware of food poisioning
this summer

Member for Fisher
Peter Slipper. Ph: 5443 3555.

AS locals begin preparations for
the Christmas season, it’s
important to remember to take
extra care with food storage and

preparations in the hotter summer months. 
This is an issue all year round with some

5.4-million cases of food poisoning annually,
but the warmer weather and the presence of
more flies over summer makes it particularly
important around this time of year to be
mindful of food handling rules.

Some handy hints include: check that your
fridge is running at 5 degrees C or below, don’t
let raw meat and chicken drip onto salads and
deserts that won’t be cooked again, don’t leave
foods like pizza leftovers on the kitchen bench
overnight – instead, once they have stopped
steaming place them in containers in the
fridge, make sure sausages and mince are
cooked until there is no more pink left in the
centre. 

Make sure you regularly wash your hands
and dry them thoroughly before touching food. 

These simple guidelines will help you avoid
being struck down by a dreaded stomach bug.   

Prepare your home for
summer storms

by Member for Glass House 
Carolyn Male. Ph: 1800 555 016. 

As there are summer storms
around at the moment, I would
like to remind everyone,
especially new residents, about
precautions that can be taken to

minimise injury to people and pets and prevent
damage to property.

Check that your home is in a sound condition,
especially the roof and eaves. Ensure gutters are
kept clear of leaves and debris.  Trim any tree
branches hanging over the roof and clear your
property of any loose items that may blow about
and cause injury to people or pets, or damage to
property.

Make sure you have adequate house and
contents insurance – find out which hazards, if
any, are not covered by the policy. It is a good
idea to prepare an emergency kit with emergency
phone numbers, a portable radio, spare batteries
and a first aid kit and manual.

If your home is damaged contact the State
Emergency Service by ringing Maleny SES on
5494 2142 or 0407 587 266, Glasshouse
Mountains SES on 5494 6055 or the Caloundra
City SES Duty Officer on 0418 708 885. 

For loss of electricity, ring ENERGEX on 13 62
62. To report life-threatening or potentially
dangerous situations, such as fallen powerlines,
ring 13 19 62. For further information on cyclones
or storms, go to www.disaster.qld.gov.au 

Online Training for JPs
Queenslanders can now use the Internet to

undertake the training needed to qualify as
Justices of the Peace. Anyone who wants to
become a Justice of the Peace can undertake the
online course at his or her own pace, followed by
a two-hour examination, also available online.

The course has been developed by the
Southbank Institute of TAFE in consultation with
the Department of Justice and Attorney General.

Once a person has completed the online study
and examination, they will receive a letter
informing them of their result. This letter and
other supporting forms and documents will then
need to be forwarded to the Department of
Justice and Attorney-General for processing.

For more information please ring 13 72 48 or
go to www.southbank.edu.au.

Dept of Natural Resources and Water –
Free Publications

My office has received a list of the free publi-
cations the Department has produced for public
information in the period July to September
2006. The list includes the contact details for
obtaining copies. Examples of publications are
Pest Fact Sheets on African Tulip and Asparagus
Fern, and Water Resources of Queensland
(Revised edition). For a copy of the list please
ring Linda or Jo on 1800 555 016.

Application Approval for
Farm Camping Ground

by Caloundra City Council 
Div 2 Cr Anna Grosskreutz. Ph: 54208974.

At the last general meeting of the
council approval with conditions
was given to the Material Change of
Use application to establish a

camping ground on the Smith Farm on Burys
Road, Beerwah.

The application was with council for nearly a
year with requests for further information being
sought at various times from the applicant.

The proposed camping ground is to be located
to the rear of an existing packaging shed, in the
south western corner of the site.

The camping ground approval consists of 40
camp sites and associated centrally located
amenities serviced by a fully constructed ring
road.

The amenities building will provide communal
showers, toilets, laundry and cooking facilities
for the workers.

Each individual site is 130m2 in area and will
be connected to electricity and reticulated water.
Water supply for the development will be drawn
from an existing well, located beside the
packaging shed.

As part of the proposal the applicant also
sought approval to provide a new sewerage
treatment plant. This has been referred to the
State Government Environmental Protection
Agency.

Throughout the assessment a number of issues
were raised with four (4) submissions received.

The main issue reflected in the submissions
was the control and management and perma-
nency of the camping ground.  In particular that
this would not turn into a cheap accommodation
outlet in the future.

Conditions of approval require the provision
of an On-Site Management Plan prior to the use
commencing on site.

The Management Plan is to include the
following:

.- Criteria and operating rules that must be
complied with by users of the Camping         

Ground;
- Acknowledgement that the amenity of the

Camping ground may be adversely   affected
from time to time from the farming operations on
the property and the adjoining property to the
west;

.-Refuse Management;

.-Water supply maintenance;
- Amenities cleaning and restocking;
- Procedures and the reception of campers, and
.-Emergency management

Conditioning the Use
At the forefront of much discussion during the

assessment of the application was controlling the
permanency of the use; maintaining its associ-
ation with the agriculture production on the
property such that it will not be run as a camping
ground offering cheap accommodation, and
providing adequate standards of health, safety
and amenity.

In addition concerns were raised about the
proposal not providing a dedicated on-site
manager.  In this instance, Gowinta Farms
advised that one of the owners of the property
who lives just to the west of the site would be
responsible for the management and mainte-
nance of the camping ground.

I am more than happy to provide a copy of the
agenda report which went to council for approval
to interested community. Please call my office on
54208974 for a copy to be posted.

Development Application
An application has been received from Narda

Investments Pty.Ltd to reconfigure 1 large Lot
into 3 at number 7 Romar Road, GlassHouse
Mountains.

The application is in the rural residential
precinct with the lot sizes being applied for all in
the 2450 m2 range.

I have placed a copy of the application at the
Beerwah Library. The file number is 2006/52-
00070.


