GYMPIE REGIONAL COUNCIL DEFERS
EXPLOSIVES DECISION FOR TWO WEEKS

n'Wednasday & April, the Pignning and Development
Commillee of the Gympie Regional Council wos
poised o make o decision on the confrovensial Orica
explosives slore and dislribulion oullel proposed lor the
May Packet quarrmy,
There hod been |56 submissions te the proposal, including
ones from the Sunshine Coost Council, the Keniwarth
Chomber of Commerce, the local school bus committes,
the Austrclion Koala Foundation ond the Sunshina Coast
Envinonment Council.
Despite the opposifion and the myriod concems iolsed, the
Council was poised fo gront opproval, o3 indicated in the
report presented fo the mesting by Council's plonners.
However, o kst minute motion supporied by councillors
was fo defer the decision until the next planning meeting
|April 20) in order to seek advice from on independent
thirc! party,
I1's difficull 1o know how to read this mave.
An oplimisl would probobly suggest thal the councillors
hod ome reservalions cboul granling an approval o
perhaps even fell that the report presenied 1o them
locked swificient dedoil to encble them fo moke cn
nformed decision.
An oplimist would be hoping thal councillors were having
second thoughts and inceed this should be the cose.
In fhe *Public Comment’ phowe we cormmisionad a
corsullant planner Paw Summers fo scrulinise fhe Council's
planning schame and to present a submission as o how
Orica’s proposal stacked up against if, Paul lound there
weng considerable grounds in the planning scheme to
justify a rejection by Council.
We asked Paul fo examine the report present 1o councillors
in the firsl week of Arpil ond he found it serously deficient
in cddressing key points in his submission
It"s not only Poul Summers who Tound glaning deficiencies.
The report decll only superficiclly with mony concerns
raigad in submissions and seemed o unemringly side with
stalements made in the ocpplicant’s proposal with no
justificafion given for such a position,
A pestimis! of course would suggest that Council might be
mincful that thara in every likelihood an approvel will ba
challenged in the Planning and Environmen| Court.
We'll hove a clearer idea in two weeks lime as 1o which
view wia closer o the mark.
A Pianning ond Environment Courl challenge i anexpensive
opfion for residents and shouldn't be necessary if Council
wos prepared fo moke deckions based on i plonning
whama which should represent the collective aspirofions
ond vision of Council ond residents olike.
There's a cerlain irony in that Councll is currently running a
"Have your 5ay” campaign and yet is prepared to dismiss
s0 easily the concerns ralsed in aver 150 submissions.
Thara's nol much time to shoot off o quick emaill 1o all the

The Mary Ir"m‘.l"-y Veice

Y

Our front cover story

councillors and Ihay are oll isled on www. stoppress.com.
ou or give them a call.. let them know ther deciion is
being closely scrulinised|
lan Mackay
Moy Pockel

COSTA'S GARDEN ODYSSEY COMING
TO COORAN STATE SCHOOL

B3's Greek Garden
1 Guu of Cosla’s Gardan
s Odys=eyiomewilbehitling the
Sunshine Coasl to celebrate
Nafional Permaculture Day. He
willbe opening celebrafions al
Yondina Community Gardens
onSunday | May 2011, he wil
also be chacking oul our very own Edible School Gardens
wilh Leonie Shanahan on Tuesday 3 May 2011, The lucky
three schools who will be showing off thair gardening
achigvemanls will be Cooran State Schoel, Eumund Slale
Schiool and Qur Lady of The Rosary Caloundra,

Tha gardening word on the Sunshine Coast i about to
hove its world fumed upside down when the infectious
charocter and passion of Cosio Georgicdis and his fiying
beord hils Yonding for Nofioncl Permoculture Day on
Sunday. | May.

The Greek Garden Guru ol SBS's Cosla’s Garden Odyssey
fame wil be opening the celebrotions, spending the
day with locobk ond also touring some of our wondarful
edible school goardens during his Sunshing Coast visil, All
gardeners have embroced Costa's all-consuming passion
for plants and people. Leonie and her fellow permacullune
members are (hiled thot Costo would foke the time aut
of his extremely busy schedule to visit us and share wilh us.
hisintectious charocter and passion for the soil, embrocing
nofure’s cycles and seatons, and nururing your soul with
gordening.

Mglionol Permoculture Doy will gko have wonderful
presentalions from the likes of Bob Cameron from
Rockcote speaking on pizza cob ovens, Murmay Hollam of
Practical Aguapanics, Bisabelh Fekonia of Permaculture
ReclFocd specking on sub-fropical plants, and  Rosing
Buckman sharing her passion on backyard chooks,

Everyone s welcome fo come olong fo Yonding
Communily Gardens on Sunday, 1 May for a celabration

of permoculiure
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